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Building
hemsin
Sengakuji
Temple

KYODO

As Sengakuji Temple prepares
to mark on Sunday the legend-
ary revenge taken by the Ako
Roshi (47 ronin), priests are
up in arms over the construc-
tion of an imposing eight-sto-
ry apartment block next to its
entrance.

The building will damage the
historic Tokyo site's appear-
ance, they argue. Itis where the
ronin, who famously avenged
their unfairly punished master,
are buried. Lord Asano Taku-
minokami, the master, is also
buried there.

A Tokyo-based real estate
agency unveiled plans to con-
struct the building in July. The
condominium will occupy a
400-sq.-meter plot and will
stand 24 meters tall. If com-
pleted, it will overshadow the
renowned graves.

The temple quickly or-
ganized a defense group
comprising local residents.
A petition signed by about
10,000 people underscored

2014412 A 12 H Japan Times

An illuation ofa plnnéd building is impo:

sed on ; .|‘:l'tvot;>' of ihe ;ntféncé tt;Tokyo's Sengakuji

Temple. Priests call the plan inappropriate and damaging to the historic site. xvooo

the strength of opposition.

The Minato Ward Coun-
cil accepted the petition and
unanimously upheld it in Oc-
tober. But construction does
not legally require prior con-
sent between the constructor
and the ward office, thus leav-
ing the ward unable to demand
changes or to halt construc-
tion. The groundwork started
in October.

The temple filed its objec-
tion with the Minato Ward’s
architectural review board

saying that the building per-
mit review process was inad-
equate.

The company behind for the
project said the building was
designed in compliance with
new height restrictions the
ward plans to enact next year.
Italso said residents in the area
have been provided full infor-
mation on the project.

The priests are defiant. They
believe construction is ill-ad-
vised and will do lasting dam-
age.

“The graves have historical
value, putting the site on the
World Heritage list; and the
site enjoys popularity among
foreign tourists who pay spe-
cial visits during their trips to
Japan,” said priest Kenmyo
Muta,

“We hope that through
commemorative ceremonies
and other efforts to protect
the site and the surrounding
landscape, we will manage
to get a nationwide support
for this."
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Japan Times

Condo set to loom over graves of legendary samurai spurs protests | The Japan

Times
WWw.jap antimes.co |¢

ronin,” samurai who inspired the

d in films, books and plays, are

The New York Times

EheNew Pork Times  niip://nyti.ms/1CcSFEG
ASIA PACIFIC

Condo to Loom Over Samurai Graves in Japan,
Spurring Protest

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS JAN. 13, 2015, 2:42 AM. ES.T.
TOKYO — The "47 ronin" samurai who inspired the long-loved saga of
loyalty and honor eulogized in films, books and plays are fighting a new
kind of battle in urban Japan.

An apartment complex is going up next to the curved tile-roofed
Sengakuji temple where the three-century-old graves of the ronin, or
masterless samurai, lie. The stone monuments, standing barely waist-high,
are known here and elsewhere as a humble but proud testament to
sacrificing one's life for what's right.

The Buddhist monks who are still praying for the souls of the ronin,
visitors from near and far, and the neighborhood residents including those
who run souvenir stores are all aghast. Nearly 2,000 people have signed a
petition demanding a stop to the construction. Huge protest banners are up
by the gate.

Plans show an eight-story condominium, measuring 24 meters (79
feet), dwarfing the graves and placing the temple’s main wooden gate in its
shadow. Building has already begun and construction is expected to be
completed later this year.

"People who come and pray here, including tourists from abroad, can't

< Dfth

Canadian Business

Yahoo News, HUFF POST BUSINESS CANADA
7R E, BEAMHN AT 4 T IR

The Independent

e Augmefn Samaral warriors tatSe o St bulking of egr-akorey Hock of s reet &5 el lerrole

"SEINDEPENDENT

Japan's Samurai warriors battle to halt
building of eight-storey block of flats
next to their temple

The Sengakuj temple houses the graves of ronin warriors, and nearly 2,000 people have
signed a petition demanding a stop to the construction

Yuri Kageyama

Tuesday, 13 January 2015

The *47 ronin® samural, who inspired the long-loved saga of loyalty and honour eulogised
in films, books and plays, are fighting a new kind of battle in urban Japan.

A flat complex is going up next to the curved tile-roofed Sengakujl temple, where the
three-century-old gruves of the ronin - or mast:rless samurai - lie. The stone
moenuments, standing barely wust-hgh are known as a humble, but proud, to
sacrificing ocne’s life for what's right.

The Buddhist monks who are still praying for the souls of the ronin, visitors from near
and far, and the neighbourhocd residents, are all aghast. Nearly 2,000 people have
2 petition demanding a stop to the construction.

Plans show an eight-storey condominium dwarfing the {:ves and placing the temple's
main wooden gate in its shadow. Building has already begun and it is expected to be
completed later this year.

“People who come and pray here, including tourists from abroad, cant believe why this is
being allowed,” said Kenmyo Muta, a priest at the temple. *Anyone can see what it will
do to this beautiful place.”

The plight of the graves highlights the recurring struggle between commerdal
development and efforts to preserve history. Japanese cities are often a hotchpotch of
futuristic buildings next to kitsch, if not slum-like, chaos.

“What we are seeing here is the tragically common, ever-repeating story where a private
gain is valued higher by the existing laws and planning regulations than the preservation
of a public historical asset,” said Christian Dimmer, an assistant professor of urban
design at the University of Tokyo.

Slmllar oonﬂu:u are ur{r.lmg around Japan, Professor Dimmer said, especially as new
ear y allows for taller structures.
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